I. After Keith Lee Grant filed his first complaint with the Office of Affirmative Action, Compliance, and Diversity he was denied the opportunity to direct/choreograph in the City College of New York [CCNY] Theatre Department Season seven times since 2011
a. Directing productions in the season professionally, creatively and socially connected Grant to the Department faculty members, students, designers, technicians and the staff
b. Directing productions in the CCNY season gives faculty members exposure on campus to faculty, staff, and college administrators who might attend or hear about her/his productions
c. Grant was not allowed to direct in the following CCNY Theatre Department seasons after filing his 2011 Racial Discrimination Complaint
i. 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021
ii. The other faculty directors, (Jennifer Tuttle and David Willnger) have never been removed from a season.
d. Grant was removed from the 2017-18 season. He was not allowed to direct THE COLORED MUSEUM. The College brought in an adjunct/guest director to direct in the slot that was assigned to Grant. 
i. Grant was never told why he was removed from the directing pool. 
ii. Below is the email in which Professor Barron removed Grant from directing THE COLORED MUSEUM. 
iii. Please note that this has never happened to anyone who was assigned a directing slot.

[image: ]

e. Grant was removed from the 2019-20 directing pool via email
f. Grant was given no reason (see e-mail below) why he would not be working in 2019-20 while the other two faculty directors, (Tuttle and Willinger) were given directing slots.



[image: ]
When Barron made his final decision – Grant was NOT directing in the 2019-20 CCNY Theatre Department season.

Barron wrote on October 9, 2018:

[image: ]


II. Since 2009, Grant has proposed productions to the Production and Facilities Committee for their consideration but all of his proposals were rejected.
a. Grant submitted a proposal to direct and choreograph new one-hour adaptations of FINIAN'S RAINBOW/FLAHOOLEY in the December slot of the CCNY Theatre Department's 2013-14 Season.
b. The Yip Harburg Foundation offered to help fund these productions.
c. The Production Committee never communicated with Grant about his proposal. 
d. The Committee ignored Grant.

[image: ]
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e. Grant submitted a formal proposal to direct and choreograph, WEST SIDE STORY (WSS) for the CCNY Theatre Department's Fall 2012 season but rescinded the offer because the Production Committee did not respond.

[image: ]
[image: ]



III. In an attempt to discourage Grant from directing in the CCNY Theatre Department season, the selection of his productions was often delayed by the Productions Committee Members
a. Other director’s productions were selected in minutes or sometimes seconds. 
b. Grants productions were confirmed after 6-8 months of deliberations.

a. It took almost 8 months for the Productions Committee to decide on Grant’s production of, JAMAICA while the other Professor’s productions were selected in minutes.
b. Grant submitted his requests to direct in the 2018-19 season in September 2016 but did not get a response until April 2018
c. On February 17th 2016 Grant checked in with the Productions Committee to ask why selecting my show was being delayed 

[image: ]


a. On April 14th, 2017 Grant wrote to the Committee again, asking why the decision about my production was being held:



[image: ]


a. Grant wrote again to the Committee Chairman, (Jennifer Tuttle) on April 14th at 1:54PM
[image: ]

IV. After he filed his first complaint with the Office of Affirmative Action, Compliance and Diversity Grant was denied the opportunity to serve in any administrative positions and/or as the Chairman of Departmental Committees. 
a. Please note the chart entitled, “Grant’s Faculty Assignments” in which his committee assignments and administrative duties suddenly stop in the Fall of 2009 when he first complained about Barron’s Early Promotion/Tenure and reaches out to The Office of Affirmative Action, Compliance and Diversity.
b. In 2013 and 2014 Grant asked to serve as the Department’s Deputy Chairman but was denied when Barron (The Chairman) appointed Jennifer Tuttle to the position even though she was a first year Assistant Professor while Grant had seniority and a higher rank.

[image: ]
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w: Fwd: CCNY 2012-13 Season4

Yahoo/Sent

Keith Grant <kgrant552(@yahoo.com>

To:KPotts@ceny.cuny.edu,docdeedub@)jps.net,papadediego@y ahoo.com

Cc:gene02@optonline.net,deenarzrh@aol.com, e@yipharburg. com
Aug5,2012 at 10227 PM

David and/or Rob,

| don't know who is the chairman of the production committee but | was speaking with Julio in the office yesterday
afternoon and we discussed the fact that there is a gap in the CCNY Theatre Department's fall 2012 season because
he cannot direct SIXCHARACTERS...

| contacted Julio last spring about a possible HRT (Harlem Repertory Theatre), YHF (Yip Harburg Foundation) and
CCNY joint production but our season was already set. Art Pearlman is currently revising the FLAHOOLEY libretto
and Michael Roth is composing new arrangements. The YHF is looking for a late 2012 uptown run of the new one-
hour twenty minutes version of FLAHOOLEY and a new one hour version of FINIAN's RAINBOW. FINIAN'S
RAINBOW and FLAHOOLEY would play on a double bill. These two shows would open either at the HRT's home
(the 133rd Street Arts Center) or in AAron Davis Hall -- If CCNY would like to partner with us.

Also, the next HRT production is a chamber version of WEST SIDE STORY, with a cast of 15-20
actors/singers/dancers. If you are looking for a show to replace SIX CHARACTERS... | would be interested in a joint
production of WEST SIDE STORY with the HRT and the CCNY Theatre Department. | would direct/co-choreograph
the first act of WEST SIDE STORY at CCNY this fall with students and 2-4 of my HRT company members. | would
then mount the full production in January for the HRT. | offer only the firstact of WEST SIDE STORY because thatis
all that | would be able to put together on such short notice. The HRT's rehearsals of WEST SIDE STORY are
currently scheduled to begin in mid December -- to do it for CCNY this fall would mean going into rehearsals three
months sooner.

If you have already made plans to cover SIXCHARACTERS ... and/or are not interested in partnering with the
HRT/YHF on a 2013 joint production of FLAHOOLEY and FINIAN'RAINBOW, I/we will understand, it is perfectly fine.

If I don't hear from you, we will assume thatyou are not interested in our offers at thistime.

| hope you are well. | will see you in September.

Best

Keith Lee Grant









w: Fwd: CCNY 2012-13 Season

4

 

Yahoo/Sent

 

•

 

Keith Grant

 <kgrant552@yahoo.com> 

To:

KPotts@ccny.cuny.edu,docdeedub@jps.net,papadediego@yahoo.com 

Cc:

gene02@optonline.net,deenarzrh@aol.com,e@yipharburg.com 

Aug 5, 2012 at 10:27 PM 

David and/or Rob, 

 

I don't know who is the chairman of the production committee but I was speaking with Julio in the office yesterday 

afternoon and we discussed the fact that there is a gap in the CCNY Theatre Department's fall 2012 season because

 

he cannot direct SIX CHARACTERS...  

 

I contacted Julio last spring about a possible HRT (Harlem Repertory Theatre), YHF (Yip Harburg Foundation) and 

CCNY joint production but our season was already set. Art Pearlman is currently revising the FLAHOOLEY  libretto 

and Michael Roth is composing new arrangements. The YHF is looking for a late 2012 uptown run of the new one-

hour twenty minutes version of FLAHOOLEY and a new one hour version of FINIAN's RAINBOW. FINIAN'S 

RAINBOW and FLAHOOLEY would play on a double bill. These two shows would open either at the HRT's home 

(the 133rd Street Arts Center) or in AAron Davis Hall -- If CCNY would like to partner with us. 

 

Also, the next HRT production is a chamber version of WEST SIDE STORY, with a cast of 15 - 20 

actors/singers/dancers. If you are looking for a show to replace SIX CHARACTERS... I would be interested in a joint 

production of WEST SIDE STORY with the HRT and the CCNY Theatre Department. I would direct/co-choreograph 

the first act of WEST SIDE STORY at CCNY this fall with students and 2-4 of my HRT company members. I would 

then  mount the full production in January for the HRT. I offer only the first act of WEST SIDE STORY because that is

 

all that I would be able to put together on such short notice. The HRT's rehearsals of WEST SIDE STORY are 

currently scheduled to begin in mid December -- to do it for CCNY this fall would mean going into rehearsals three 

months sooner. 

 

If you have already made plans to cover SIX CHARACTERS ... and/or are not interested in partnering with the 

HRT/YHF on a 2013 joint production of FLAHOOLEY and FINIAN'RAINBOW, I/we will understand, it is perfectly fine. 

 

 

 If I don't hear from you, we will assume that you are not interested in our offers at this time.

 

 

I hope you are well. I will see you in September.

 

 

Best

 

  

Keith Lee Grant 

o
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w: Fwd: CCNY 2012-13 Season4

Yahoo/Sent

· Keith Grant <kgrant552@yahoo.com>

To:KPotts@ccny.cuny.edu,docdeedub@jps.net,papadediego@yahoo.com

Cc:gene02@optonline.net,deenarzrh@aol.com,e@yipharburg.com

Aug 5, 2012 at 10:27 PM

David and/or Rob,

I don't know who is the chairman of the production committee but I was speaking with Julio in the office yesterday afternoon and we discussed the fact that there is a gap in the CCNY Theatre Department's fall 2012 season because he cannot direct SIX CHARACTERS... 

I contacted Julio last spring about a possible HRT (Harlem Repertory Theatre), YHF (Yip Harburg Foundation) and CCNY joint production but our season was already set. Art Pearlman is currently revising the FLAHOOLEY  libretto and Michael Roth is composing new arrangements. The YHF is looking for a late 2012 uptown run of the new one-hour twenty minutes version of FLAHOOLEY and a new one hour version of FINIAN's RAINBOW. FINIAN'S RAINBOW and FLAHOOLEY would play on a double bill. These two shows would open either at the HRT's home (the 133rd Street Arts Center) or in AAron Davis Hall -- If CCNY would like to partner with us.

Also, the next HRT production is a chamber version of WEST SIDE STORY, with a cast of 15 - 20 actors/singers/dancers. If you are looking for a show to replace SIX CHARACTERS... I would be interested in a joint production of WEST SIDE STORY with the HRT and the CCNY Theatre Department. I would direct/co-choreograph the first act of WEST SIDE STORY at CCNY this fall with students and 2-4 of my HRT company members. I would then  mount the full production in January for the HRT. I offer only the first act of WEST SIDE STORY because that is all that I would be able to put together on such short notice. The HRT's rehearsals of WEST SIDE STORY are currently scheduled to begin in mid December -- to do it for CCNY this fall would mean going into rehearsals three months sooner.

If you have already made plans to cover SIX CHARACTERS ... and/or are not interested in partnering with the HRT/YHF on a 2013 joint production of FLAHOOLEY and FINIAN'RAINBOW, I/we will understand, it is perfectly fine. 



 If I don't hear from you, we will assume that you are not interested in our offers at this time.



I hope you are well. I will see you in September.



Best

 

Keith Lee Grant

· 

· 

· 

· 



From: David Willinger <docdeedub@jps.net>
Date: August 6, 2012 12:02:22 AM EDT
To: Keith Grant <kgrant552@yahoo.com>,  "KPotts@ccny.cuny.edu" <KPotts@ccny.cuny.edu>,  rob <papadediego@yahoo.com>
Cc: gene <gene02@optonline.net>, Deena <deenarzrh@aol.com>,  Ernest Harburg <e@yipharburg.com>
Subject: Re: CCNY 2012-13 Season
Reply-To: David Willinger <docdeedub@jps.net>

Dear Keith,

We, that is the Productions and Facilities Committee, has just begun consideration of how to handle that first slot since news of Julio's departure is so fresh.

Thank you for suggesting this option.  We'll throw it into the hopper of possibilities and let you know what the upshot is.

All the best to you, and to our old friends and benefactors, Deena and Ernie, as well (I see they are cc'ed here!),
David
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Print Window 9/20/18, 2:29 AM

Subject: Re: Grant's list for Directing next season

From: kgrant552@yahoo.com
To: jtuttle@ccny.cuny.edu
Date: Wednesday, February 17, 2016, 7:57:40 PM EST

Jennifer,

| apologize for this long, rambling and complicated email but selecting a musical is a very
complicated proposition.

Although | generally like to lock in my show ASAP -- | find this difficult because | have lost touch
with the musical theatre talent at CCNY e.g., the singers/dancers.

Would it be possible to lock in the musical four weeks from now -- after March 17th when | have:

-- Seen WORKING
-- Visited the Musical Theatre Workshop

Would this be possible? | would really like to select the musical for the students we have but at this
point -- | don't know who you have....

If you need to lock down the season at your next meeting (Before March 17th) -- here is my list:

First Choice SWEET CHARITY (I just don't think that we have the men for a Sondheim

musical)
Second Choice PIPPIN (Again, | don't think that we have strong men)
Third Choice JAMAICA (The Harburg foundation wants to open JAMAICA

at the HRT in October. This would mean that
like IN THE HEIGHTS -- the HRT would do
the show first. | would hate to build two sets
for JAMAICA and throw one away. The fact
that the HRT will do JAMAICA first changes
things dramatically. | am open to sharing the
sets/costumes but | am not sure how that
would work if we [The HRT] do it first)

Fourth Choice CAMELOT (CCNY might be able to pull off a chamber

version of this classic musical with 15-20
actors)

about:blank Page 10of 5
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Print Window 9/20/18, 2:26 AM

Subject: |s there a problem

From: kgrant552@yahoo.com
To: jentutsy@yahoo.com
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2016, 1:00:56 AM EDT

Jennifer,

| have been communicating with the Production Committee since September 2016 about
JAMAICA and SWEET CHARITY. | have tried to be flexible.

Last year we locked in WORKING at the second meeting because we decided that it was best to
choose the musical ASAP.

Am | doing JAMAICA, SWEET CHARITY or have | been moved to the first slot in the fall? Those are
the options that are currently on the table.

There are only about three weeks of classes left in the term. | do not want a repeat of the IN THE
HEIGHTS season when we were working out my show/s well into the summer.

| do hope that you understand my impatience and concern. Again, in the past the musical was
locked in early in the selection process -- why isn't it being done now?

| look forward to hearing from you because | really need to make my 2016-17 personal and
professional plans.

Best

Keith Lee Grant,
Founding Artistic Director, The Harlem Repertory Theatre

917-855-2049

about:blank Page 1 of 1
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Print Window 9/20/18, 2:27 AM

Subject: Re: Is there a problem

From: kgrant552@yahoo.com
To: jentutsy@yahoo.com
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2016, 1:54:32 PM EDT

| am so sorry to hear about your father. | hope that he recuperates soon.

You should not concern yourself with this issue now -- can you pass my emails/concerns on to the other committee
members? Tell them that | requesting that they deliberate this issue via an email meeting. Is this possible? We have
done it before.

The choices are rather simple -- SWEET CHARITY (first choice ) or JAMAICA (second choice)

| would also be willing to do the first play in the fall if someone else wants to do the musicals . if this is the decision
then TO BE YOUNG GIFTED AND BLACK is my first choice.

If there is a problem | would appreciate it if the committee would communicate with me so that | can assuage their
concerns and/or answer questions about my proposals. Again -- | submitted my list in September 2016- it is now
almost the last two weeks of classes.

Please send this email and the one that | sent last night to the committee. Tell them that | have a very full plate next
year so | want to resolve this question now . | submitted my proposals in a timely fashion and | have and will continue
to be flexible but -- we need to communicate -- | need to know what is happening for me at CCNY in the fall/spring.
Send this to the committee please.

My best to your father and your family.

Most Sincerely

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 14, 2016, at 1:31 PM, Jennifer Tuttle <jentutsy@yahoo.com> wrote:

Unfortunately we haven't been able to come to a consensus as a committee regarding the season selection. Also,
we've had to reschedule our, hopefully, final meeting regarding season selection due to both professional and
personal reasons. I'm currently in Chicago because my father had heart surgery on Tuesday, so this week's
meeting had to be pushed. | can reach out to the others regarding your request via email and see if we can arrive
at an answer for you before that meeting.

Sent from Jentutsy's iPhone

On Apr 14, 2016, at 12:00 AM, Keith Grant <kgrant552@yahoo.com> wrote:

Jennifer,

about:blank Page 1 of 2
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Print Window 9/20/18, 4:12 AM

Subject:  Deputy Chairmanship

From: kgrant552@yahoo.com
To: papadediego@yahoo.com
Date: Wednesday, April 30, 2014, 3:03:07 AM EDT

Rob,

After further consideration, | am sorry but | am going to appeal your decision to
refuse to appoint me to a Departmental administrative position. | know that |
may probably lose but that will not deter me.

-- Potts has been the Deputy Chairman for over seven years now

-- | have not chaired a committee or held an administrative position in the
Theatre Department for over ten years.

-- Even though the Theatre Department's student body is 80% (possibly more)
African American, Latino and Asian -- your administration is 100% white. We
should have an integrated administration. It is wrong to have two white Deputy
Chairmen, white secretary and a white office assistant in such a black and
brown Department.

-- We are a very small Department with only five full time people currently on
campus and yet, | am the only person who is not a chairman of a committee or
a Deputy Chairman. Moreover -- on two occasions | was denied the
opportunity to direct in the current 2013-14 season (1st and 4th slots)

Fort - Middlestates and chairperson of the Productions Committee and 2013-14
Season Director

Tuttle- Deputy Chairman and 2013-14 Season Director

Willinger - Deputy Chariman and 2013-14 Season Director

about:blank Page 1 of 2
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On Monday, May 1, 2017 7:10 PM, Rob Barron <papadediego@yahoo.com> wrote:

Dear Keith:

As you know from being Chair in the past, one of the many prerogatives of the Chair is to designate class
assignments, and after a great deal of thought, I've decided that your spring 2018 classes will be:

Musical Theatre Workshop;

Body Movement; and

Intro to Theatre

(Which gives you 11 contact hours for the spring semester)

As you can see, this means that you will not be doing Performance Practice in the 2017/18 season.
| hope you have a successful end of this semester.
Sincerely,

Rob Barron
Chair





image2.png
l"b Rob Barron <papadediego@yahoo.com> =1 Aug 28 at 10:44 AM
To: Keith Grant

Dear Professor Grant:

| am writing in response to your email dated August 239, 2018.

I’'m sorry that you feel the way you do, and | hope that things change to a more productive situation in the future.

With regards to the content of your email, there are numerous baseless allegations and assertions that | decline to address at this time. With
regards to the matter of directing, | understand that what you are requesting is to be assigned a Performance Practice class in the 2019/20
academic year. As | wrote you earlier, | have not yet made the class assignments for the 2019/20 academic year, but | will make every
reasonable effort to make those decisions by the first meeting of the Production and Facilities Committee (which is scheduled in October), and
in doing so, | will take into consideration your request as well as those of other faculty members.

Sincerely,

Rob Barron
Chair, Department of Theatre and Speech





image3.png
From: Rob Barron <papadediego@yahoo.com>

Subject: Re: Grant's Spring 2019 to Fall 2020 Teaching Requests
Date: October 9, 2018 at 5:38:47 PM EDT

To: Keith Grant <kgrant552@yahoo.com>

Dear Professor Grant:

Thanks for your email of September 19, 2018. Below are your course assignments for the three semesters you mentioned
(Spring 2019; Fall 2019; and Spring 2020).

Spring 2019:

Acting 1 and two sections of Body Movement

Fall 2019:

Two sections of Body Movement

Spring 2020:

Acting 1 and two sections of Body Movement

Sincerely,

Rob Barron
Chair, Department of Theatre and Speech
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